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A
nyone around
theBritish
TouringCar
Championship
intheNineties
willneedno
remindingof

thespectacledeliveredduring
atrulygoldeneraforthe
championshipasmanufacturers
queueduptofieldworksteams
withstardrivers.

It was the era that brought
Gabriele Tarquini, Frank Biela,
Alain Menu, Rickard Rydell, Jo
Winkelhock and Laurent Aïello
to Britain to compete with home
grown stars like John Cleland,
Tim Harvey and David Leslie as
well as F1 aces Nigel Mansell and
Derek Warwick.

ClelandandHarveywerebothon
goodformwhentheHistoricSports
CarClublauncheditsSuperTouring
seriesatAutosportInternational
tendaysagoandarebotheagertoget
backintoatouringcarforatleast
someof theraces.

“I’dberightupfordoingitandit
wouldbegreattobringoutsomeof
theotheroldchampions,”says
Cleland,BTCCchampionin1989and
1995.Harvey,championin1992after
anexplosivefinalraceatSilverstone
whenBMWteam-mateSteveSoper
andHarvey’stitlerivalClelandwent
outinacontroversialclash,says:“I’d
lovetodriveanyof them,notjust
theonesIdroveinperiod.”

SinceitwasfirstwonbyJack
SearsinanAustinWestminster
backin1958,theBritishSaloon
CarChampionship,whichevolved
intotheBritishTouringCar
Championshipfor1987,hasbeenat
theforefrontof Britishracing.Today,
itismorepopularthanever,with
hugecrowds,blanketTVcoverage
and,for2013,theprospectof
overflowinggrids.

Theideaof aseriestocelebrate30
yearsof touringcarscametoreality
lastJulyintheTouringCarTrophy
racesattheSilverstoneClassicwhen
primemoverDaveJarmanandhis
squadfieldeda40-carentry.Forthe
historicpurists, itwasasignificant
developmentascarsaslittleas13
yearsoldracedatthepinnacleof
historicracing.Butitwasasuccess
andencouragedanewgenerationof
fanstovisittheevent.

Atthecoreof theseriesarethe
SuperTouringCarsof the1990s.
Thiswasagoldeneraforthetin-top
seriesasitenjoyedunprecedented
levelsof manufacturersupport,
withworksteamsfromVauxhall,
Audi,Toyota,BMW,Mitsubishi,
AlfaRomeo,Honda,Ford,Peugeot,
Mazda,Nissan,VolvoandRenault
allcompeting.

Thelegacyof thoseheadydayswas
afleetof carsthatfiltereddowninto
privatehandsandforthelastdecade
somehavebeenracedatclublevelin
serieslikethenowdefunctFormula
SaloonsandinClassicThunder.
However,until lastJuly,therehad
notbeenatrulyhigh-profileplatform
forthesecarsandtheswitchtothe
historicorclassicarenaseemsto
havebeenthebestmoveyet.

Clelandiscertainthattheseriesis
greatnews.“We’relookingatcars
thatfiveorsixyearsagowerepretty

SUPERTOURINGTROPHY

Thenew-for-2013SuperTouringTrophywill
runat fourhigh-profilehistoric racemeetings,
headlinedbya returndateat theSilverstone
Classic (July26-28).Theseasonstartsat the
ThruxtonEasterRevival (March30/31), followed
by roundsat theHistoricSuperPrixatBrands
Hatch (July13/14)and theOultonParkGold
Cup(August25/26).

Theclasseswillmirror thoseusedat the2012
SilverstoneClassic,when40cars linedupto
deliver twosuperb races.Classeswill cover
Group2(1970-’73),Group1(1974-’83),
GroupA(1983-’90)andSuperTouringCars
(1991-2000)andtherewill bean invitationclass
forhistoricallysignificantcars, including those
fromtheWorldandGermanTouringCar
Championshipsof theperiod.Carswill run
exactlyas theydid inperiodandwill complywith
relevantperiodFIAregulations.Theseries is
restricted togenuinecarswithaperiodhistory
and theplanned four-eventschedule is the
perfectplatformforcarowners.

For theseries-organisingclub, theHistoric
SportsCarClub, this representsasignificant
step forward in timeas theclub’sportfolio .

Formoredetails, visit hscc.org.uk.
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Why HSCC’s touring
series will be a hit.
By Paul Lawrence

worthlessandsittinginsomeone’s
garage,”saystheScot,alwaysgood
valueandalwayswithanopinion.
“It’sbitlikemanyof thehistoric
cars:atonepointtheyweren’tworth
alotof moneybuttodaytheyare
worthfortunesbecausethereisa
seriestoraceinandpeoplewant
them.IthinktheSuperTouringCar
serieshasgotallthelegstoflyand
becomesomethingreallyspecial.”

Harveyisequallysoldontheidea
and,of course,thechancetorace
againsthisoldsparringpartnerhas
someappeal.“Igrewupwatchingthe
BritishSaloonCarChampionship,
whetheritwasBillMcGovernor
TonyDron,”saidthemanwhoisnow
thevoiceof theBTCC.“I’veeither
driveninorbeeninvolvedinthe
BTCCeveryyearsince1987,so
therearealotof myoldcarsaround.
Touringcarsissodeartomyheart
anditisfantastictoseethecarsout
thereandthattheinterestisthere.”

Cleland,whohasracedseveral
historiccarsoverthelastyearortwo
includingaJaguarE-type,ismore
thanreadyforaguestdrive.“I’dbe

rightupfordoingit.Itwouldjustbe
somethingelse,”hesaid.“Bringback
allthegoodoldboys!Backinmyday,
itwasbloodygoodfun.”

Forchoiceof car,Clelanddoesnot
hesitate.“Iwouldhavetodrivea
Vauxhallbecausethat’swhatIspent
mylifedoing.Itwouldbewrongto
arriveinaHillmanImporanAlfa
Romeooranythingelse,”hesays.

Harveyhasawiderwishlist:“Isaw
theracesattheSilverstoneClassic
lastyearandIwasanglingtogetin
myoldRS500,theLabattscar,but
thatdidn’thappen.Myfavouritecars
weretheRoverVitessethatIstarted
off in,theSierraRS500andtheBMW
M3.IntheSuperTouringera,the
Volvowasareallyfantasticcar.Even
thePeugeotsinwhichIfinishedmy
BTCCcareer.”

Clelandsaysthatthepaceof
developmentinthelateryearsof
SuperTouringwasfierceand,
inevitably,thatarmsraceledtothe
endof SuperTouringas spending
spiralledoutof control.In2001,the
newBTCTouringregulations
wereintroducedtomarkanewera

of theBTCC.“Ijustlookedatmy1995
title-winningcar,”saysCleland.“I
sawitafewyearsagoatGoodwood,
butpriortothatI’dnotseenitsince
theendof the’95season.Iremember
itbeingarealbitof kitandwereally
didthebusinesswiththatcar.Butit
wasnothingspecialintoday’sterms.
Therewasnofancydash,there
wereacoupleof switchesandafew
buttons.Itwasinthelaterdaysin
1998, ’99and2000thatSuperTouring
becamereallytechnicalandyou
neededalaptoptostartthecar.”

Thenewseriesisnotjustabout
SuperTouringcars.Thegridswill
includeagaggleof GroupAFord
SierraRS500sandBMWM3s,Group
1FordCapris,Group2FordEscorts
andmightyJaguarXJ12s.

“Ihopethatthisseriestakesoff,”
saysCleland.“It’sgottherighttracks
togotoandit’sgotallthepedigree.”

“Itisfantastictoseethecarsout
andforalotof peopletheirfavourite
periodisthemid’90sSuperTouring
era:itbringsbackalotof fond
memories,”saidHarvey.“If Igeta
chancetoraceinit, I’llbethere.”■
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The BTCC’s old hands were on show
for the Super Touring Trophy launch

Classic tourers will find a home
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